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EditoriaE 
Dear Reader, 
On the occasion of the 15th IUB Meeting (Jerusalem, 
August 4-8, 1991), this issue of FEBS Letters is 
publishing a number of minireviews. Most of them have 
been solicited and I want to thank the authors and also 
Prof. Arnstein, who organized this issue. In addition to 
the regular subscribers this issue is being distributed to 
all participants of the IUB meeting. 
I would like to take this opportunity to provide you 
with a brief report on our Journal. Ever since its incep- 
tion, FEBS Letters has intended to be a journal for the 
fast dissemination of significant and novel work in an 
essentially complete and compact form. The 
geographical distribution (see Table I) - both of the 
papers published and of the paid subscribers - is an in- 
dication that our journal meets with approval. It is 
gratifying, also, that our circulation is increasing, albeit 
slightly, at a time when high costs compel many 
libraries to reconsider their subscriptions to some jour- 
nals. Equally gratifying is that our impact factor is the 
highest among the ‘letter type’ journals in the field. 
Undoubtedly one reason which makes FEBS Letters 
attractive is its very short publication time (see Fig. l), 
which is on average as short as approximately two 
months. This can only be achieved through the dedica- 
tion of everybody; editors, reviewers, desk editors, 
typesetters etc., and, last but not least, the authors 
themselves, who choose to submit to the appropriate 
editor signi]icant papers. Naturaily, reviewing a well- 
written, obviously important paper is a fast (and grati- 
fying) process. 
FEBS Letters is not a vehicle for merely (and even ill- 
founded) preliminary or fragmentary observations or 
for ‘leftovers’ from larger pieces of work or for mate- 
rial which, although sound, is addressed to only a few 
specialists, or does not have to appear quickly. As a 
rule, for example, we do not publish incomplete se- 
quences or sequences which are already known in other 
species; or incomplete NMR or other spectroscopic 
assignments; or the conventionally achieved expression 
of a gene in bacteria or yeast; or just negative observa- 
tions. Also we do not publish methodological papers 
unless they are truly novel and significant. 
Before submitting a manuscript to the appropriate 
editor, the authors are urged to read carefully our 
‘Notes’ (see FEBSLetters, vol. 283, 1991, pp. 167-161s). 
In the future our ‘Notes’ will be published at the end of 
every 10th volume, i.e. at the end of volumes 290, 300, 
310, etc.), 1 must draw the attention of the authors to 
the fact that our rejection procedure may well take as 
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long as in other journals: this is because, as I have ex- 
plained elsewhere (FEBS Letters, vo!. 217, 1987, pp. 
143-P44) two editors have to be consulted for a paper to 
be rejected. Naturally, rejection of the paper pleases 
nobody, and certainly not the authors. To them I want 
to express my sincere apologies; but, as it has been said, 
“sans la liberte de blgmer il n’existe pas d’eloge flat- 
teur”. 
An important novel service to the scientific com- 
munity was initiated this year. As explained elsewhere 
(FEBS Letters vol. 278, Jan. 28, 1991), since January 
we are also publishing, along with the regular edition, a 
newspaper edition. It appears every month and 
reproduces in full the Reviews, Hypotheses and Discus- 
sion Letters. Of the Research letters, only the titles, 
authors’ names (with addresses) and the abstracts are 
reproduced. Although still at experimental stage, the 
newspaper edition seems to have met with quite a 
significant degree of interest, as shown by the response 
which we have received to its ‘zero issue’ (distributed at 
the 1990 FEBS Meeting in Budapest) and from the later 
ones. 
Finally it should perhaps be pointed out that most of 
the income of the Federation of European Biochemical 
Societies, a non-profit-making organisation, comes 
from its journals, FEBS Letters and the European Jour- 
nal of Biochemistry. Hence, whatever profit our jour- 
nals provide to the FEBS is re-invested into the future 
of European Biochemistry in the form of advanced 
courses, fellowships, the youth travel fund and similar 
activities. We hope that our work, and that of the 
authors, will bear some fruit in this respect also. 
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Fig. I. FEBS Letters overall publication tirilc, ~01s. 259(t)-277(1,2) 
(date of dispatch from warehouse minus Editor’s date of receipt). 
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Table 1 
Geographical distribution of FEBS Letters in 1990 
Origin of papers published 
Number 070 
Paid subscribers* 
070 
Europe 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany (prior to 3 October 
FRG & GDR) 
Greece 
Hungary 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
USSR 
Yugoslavia 
Other 
Total Europe 
North America 
Canada 
USA 
Total North America 
II.5 0.9 0.7 
16.3 I.2 0.8 
1.3 0.1 - 
9.0 0.7 - 
21.3 1.6 0.8 
13.1 1.0 0.8 
105.1 8.0 5.0 
195.2 14.8 7.6 
3.0 
6.5 
1.5 
28.3 
41.3 
35.6 
6.3 
9.0 
1.5 
1.0 
24.3 
39.3 
38.2 
161.8 
98.1 
2.2 
870.7 
0.2 
0.5 
0.1 
2.2 
3.1 
2.7 
0.5 
0.7 
0.1 
0.1 
I.8 
3.0 
2.9 
12.3 
7.5 
0.2 
66.2 
0.5 
0.4 
0.7 
4.6 
3.5 
0.5 
0.4 
- 
1.5 
1.3 
1.8 
6.9 
2.5 
0.3 
0,9 
41.9 
28.3 2.1 2.8 
202.0 15.4 30.4 
230.3 17.5 33.2 
South America 
Argentina 
Brazil 
Chile 
Colombia 
Venezuela 
Other 
Total South America 
Central America 
Mexico 
Other 
Total Central America 
Asia 
China 
India 
Japan 
S. Korea 
Kuwait 
Pakistan 
Singapore 
Taiwan 
Other 
Total Asia 
Australasia 
Australia 
New Zealand 
Total Australasia 
Africa 
Kenya 
South Africa 
Other 
4.0 
1.1 
2.3 
0.3 
3.0 
10.7 
0.3 
0.1 0.4 
0.2 0.3 
0.0 - 
0.2 _ 
0.2 
0.8 0.7 
0.5 
0.2 
0.7 
1.0 
7.0 
174.6 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
I.0 
2.5 
0.1 0.6 
0.5 1.7 
13.2 15.8 
0.1 1.2 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.2 0.5 
0.6 
14.4 20.4 
0.8 1.5 
0.1 0.5 
0.9 2.0 
154 
Total Africa 
Grand Total 
189.1 
I I.2 
1.0 
12.2 
I.0 
I.0 
2.0 
0.1 
0.1 0.6 
O,2 
0.2 0.8 
1315 !OO.O 100.0 
* When the number of paid subscriptions in a country are less than five, they are pooled under ‘Other’ 
